Date: Friday, 27th of January, 2023
To: The Minister of Migration and Asylum, Notis Mitarachi

Update on large waiting times in Samos for recognised refugees to receive their residency card.
Dear Mr Mitarachi,

We are writing to you to update you on the unfolding situation of increased homelessness on Samos. As
outlined in our correspondence sent to you on 21st September 2022, individuals with refugee status are facing
homelessness due to being required to leave the Closed Controlled Access Centre (CCAC) while still waiting to
receive their residency card and travel document. When we wrote to you in September, the waiting time for a
first appointment with the police to provide fingerprints for the residency card was around one month from
receiving status. At present, it takes around six months for refugees to receive a first appointment. In addition
to the increase in waiting times, | Have Rights, a legal organisation based on Samos, has received reports from
refugees that the police are routinely refusing to give first appointments for residency cards.

The increase in delays are immensely concerning, as the undersigned organisations have witnessed an
increase in homeless refugees on Samos, who have been required to leave the CCAC but are
waiting for their appointment with the police.

In addition to our requests made in September 2022, the undersigned organisations urgently request that the
Ministry of Migration and Asylum:

1.Take measures to ensure people receive their post-recognition documents, especially their Greek
residency ID card, on time and in a quick manner so they can leave the CCACs and integrate into society.

2.In particular, we request that a task force be sent to Samos to support the police in working
through the backlog of appointments and to improve waiting times for refugees to receive their
documents.

3.In order to curb the unfolding homelessness crisis on Samos, allow refugees to stay longer than 30 days
post-recognition in CCACs when they do not yet have their Greek residency ID card.

4.Ensure that asylum seekers and refugees are accommodated in urban accommodation schemes, not in
CCACs and that they are accommodated until they have the necessary documents and support to
integrate into local society.

We would be grateful to receive a response from you on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

| Have Rights

Samos Volunteers

Avocats Sans Frontiéres France
Yoga and Sport with Refugees
ECHO100PLUS

Lighthouse Relief


https://ihaverights.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-to-the-Ministry-of-Migration-and-Asylum-1.pdf

EVNHEPWON AVAPOPLKA HE TOUG MEYAAOUG XPOVOUG AVAMOVIG OTN ZAMO TWV aVAYVWPLOHEVWY
TIPOCPUYWV PEXPL va AdPouv to SeAtio Stapoviig toug (AAET).

AZLOTIE K. MNTapdkn,

Yag yp&poupe yla va aag eVNUEPWOOULE Yia TO SLapKwG augavopsvo aplBpd Twy doteywy TPoapUywy otn
Yduo. Onwg Tmeplypdwetal otnv amd 21/09/2022 €TLOTOAN UAG TIPOG €0AG, OL SIKALOUXOL TIPOCPUYLKOU
KaBeoTWTog avtiueTwidouv EAeWPn OTéyaong Adyw TG UTTIOXPEWONG TOUG va eykataielpouv tnv KAewoth
EAeyyouevn Aoun tng Zduou (CCAC) peoa o 30 NUEPEG amo TNV emldoon o autoug TNE BETIKNG amdpaong ato
altnua acVAou Toug. Katd tn Sidpkela tou dtactrpatog autoy, Bplokovtal oe avapovr TG KapTta Stapovng
Kal Tou Ta&ldlwTtikoU Toug eyypdgou. ‘Otav oag QT[OOT;D\GUE TNV €V AOYW ETILOTOAN) TO ZETTTEUPRPLO, O XPOVOG
QVaPOVAC yla TO TIPWTO pavteRou pe tnv actuvopia yia tn AN SAKTUAKWY amoTUTTWHATWY yLa TNV KApTa
Slapovng Ntav Teplitou évag privag arno tny emnttdéoon tng BeTikn ¢ amdeacnc, Kat UoTepa améd auto amattoutav
€K VEOU Qvapovn yla Tn xopnynon tTwv eyypdewv. MAgov, xpetdlovtal Tepimmou €EL prveg yia va AdBouv ot
Skatouyot dlebvoug Tipootaciag To TPWTO PavteRoU, UE ATIOTEAEOUA €V eVALOVEL TWV yypAPWY TOUG Kal
S€50UEVNG TNG ATIOXPEWONG Toug amod tnv KEA, va kataAryouv doteyol otnv TIOAN tou Babéwe Tauou. EKToc
amd v avénan Twv Xpovwy avapovnig, n | Have Rights, pla voputkr) opydvwaon pe €6pa tn 2Apo, €xet AdBel
avapopec amd Slkalouyoug OTL N actuvopia apveltal ouoTNPATIKA Kal adikaloAoynta va SWoeL Tpwtd
PAVTEROU yLa SAKTUALKA QTTOTUTIWHATA E€ALTLAC TOU (pOPTOU epyaciag Toug.

H av&non twv kaBuatepnoewy elval EEALPETIKA avNOUXNTIKA, KABWE oL KATWBL UTToYEYPaUEVOL POPELC £XOUV
mapatneroel paydata auvinon TwvV aodTéywv TIPOCEUYWV Otn 2Apo, oL OoTololL UTIoXpewbnkav va
eykatahelPouv TNV KEA petd Tig 30 NUEPEC, AANG TIEPLEVOUV TO pavTeBOU TOUG LE Tnv actuvopta.

Ektoc amd ta altiuotd pac mou umoPBARBnkav to emteufplo tou 2022, oL KATwOL umoyeypapueévol
opyaviopol {ntouv emnelyovtwg amod To Yroupyelo Metavaateuang kat AcUAOU:

1.Na AngBolv ta avaykala perpa, wote va dtacpailotel otL ot Sikatouyol SeBvolg mpootaciag Ba
AQUBAVoUV €yKaLpa Kal ypryopa ta &yypapa Petd tn Andn tg BeTIkAG Toug amowaong, Slwe tnv AAET,
WATE VA PTTopoUV va eykataielpouy tnv KEA Ydpou kat va evowpatwdolv atny Kowwvia.

2.Eldkotepa, {ntape va otalel pla ek opdda otn Xduo yla va utootnpl&el tnv aotuvopla pe ta
pavteBoU ANPNG SAKTUAIKWY ATOTUTIWHATWY, WOTE VA PELWBOUV 0L XpOVOL avapovng yLd TOUG TIPOOPUYEG
KaL va TapaAapBAavouy eykalpwg ta éyypagd Toug.

3.Na emrparel oToug StkatoUyouc va tapapelvouy TEPLOGOTEPO aTtd TO XPOVIKO Stdotnua Twy 30 nuEpWY
LETA TNV avayvwplon otnv KEA Zdpou Kat evw ekkpepel n xopriynon tg AAET Toug, TTPOKELEVOU va
TIEPLOPLOTEL N eEeAloaouevn Kplon aotéywy otn SAauo

4.Na 8lao@aALoTEL OTL OL ALTOUVTEG ACUAO Kal Ol TIPOCPUYEG PAOEEVOUVTAL OE TIPOYPAUUATA AOTIKAG
OTEyaong Kat oL o€ KEA, va @LAo&evouvTal £we OTOU £YOUV TA amapaltnTa éyypawa Kat UTIooTrpLEn yia va
evtayBoUv atny TOTILKN Kowwvla.

MepLUEVOULE ATTAVTNON 0AG AVAPOPLKA LE TO eV Adyw {rtnua.
Me ektlunon,

| Have Rights

Samos Volunteers

Avocats Sans Frontieres France
Yoga and Sport with Refugees
ECHO100PLUS

Lighthouse Relief


https://ihaverights.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-to-the-Ministry-of-Migration-and-Asylum-1.pdf

